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LETTER FROM MAYOR DAVE AMENT
We hope you had the opportunity to attend our first annual Winterfest this past January. Plans are already taking
place for an expanded and improved festival in January of 2021. Looking ahead, please check out the many
wonderful events and recreational programs you will find right here in New Berlin this spring and summer. Save
this edition of the New Berlin Recreation Program as a reference for future events and check out our website
regularly for when and where these events will be held.
The City is continuing to make improvements to our City Center. In 2019 the Common Council approved the
acquisition of a vacant parcel on the southeast corner of Michelle Witmer Memorial Dr. & Library Lane. The
majority of the site includes much needed additional parking for the Library and Farmers Market. This area also
includes public restrooms, a concession stand and during the winter months a public ice rink with a fire pit where
skaters and visitors can gather and relax while warming up.
The Roadway Rehabilitation Plan will continue in 2020 with improvements to the drivability and aesthetics of
10.89 miles of our local streets. Roadway rehabilitation projects will be scheduled through a coordinated effort with the Engineering Department,
Water & Sewer Utility, Storm-water Utility, and Streets Department and will be based on the results of the Pavement Surface Evaluation Rating
(PASER) conducted in 2019. Future roadway rehabilitation efforts will be based on subsequent bi-annual pavement evaluations. Additionally, design work will continue on the Grange & Sunny Slope intersection including additional lanes and signals with construction scheduled for 2021.
Design work and land acquisition for Calhoun Rd. between National & Beloit Rd. along with safety and design work of the Calhoun Rd. & Small
Rd. intersection will continue in 2020. Construction is scheduled for 2022. The National Ave. Lighting and Pedestrian Improvement Plan was approved in 2003 but only partially implemented, resulting in a patchwork installation of lights. In 2016 the BPW and the Common Council approved
and funded a more cohesive long range plan that would fill in the gaps and expand outward with an additional 14 light poles, while also correcting
pedestrian deficiencies in existing side paths and brick terraces and making pedestrian connections to unconnected destinations. By 2019 another
additional 30 lights were installed and are now operational with the remainder of the restoration work to be completed this spring. This summer
approximately 42 new lights will be installed.
For the most current and timely updates about City matters, please be sure to go to the City web site at www.newberlin.org and sign up for “Notify
Me.” And please be sure to also sign up for our “New Berlin Notes”, our biweekly update on events, deadlines and important information. Just click
on the “New Berlin Notes” icon on the City’s homepage to register.
We have been busy making significant improvements to all of our parks over the past 7 years. In 2020 restoration work will continue along with an
addition to the Museum at the New Berlin Historical Park on National Ave. just west of Racine Ave. Unfortunately the construction will require that
the museum be closed during that time. However, the rest of the Historic Park will be open and our regular summer events will be held as usual.
So this summer bring the entire family to one or more of the 4 free New Berlin Historical Society’s interactive family oriented open house events.
For more information visit www.newberlinhistoricalsociety.org
The Common Council and I will continue to look for innovative ways to increase our tax base, improve services while reducing costs without
changing the suburban/rural character of our great community.
And don’t forget, April 1, 2020 is Census Day! Your prompt response, whether it be online, by phone or through the mail, saves taxpayer money
and assists in processing the data more efficiently. Please read the Census article within for more information.

Mayor Dave Ament
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New Berlin Police Break Down Marijuana Laws
The legalization of medical and recreational marijuana across the United States has created a confusing landscape for some citizens of New Berlin,
who are trying to understand and decipher the
current laws in Wisconsin, but most importantly,
the City of New Berlin. While the federal government still recognizes marijuana as an illegal substance, several states have chosen to pass laws
allowing the use of recreational and medical marijuana. Currently, Wisconsin is one of several
states that has not legalized the use of marijuana for both medical and recreational use. As a police officer, we are constantly asked
about our stance on legalization, the politics, or our policies for enforcing the drug. Citizens have to remember, that regardless of drug
trends in other states, the recreational use of marijuana is illegal in the State of Wisconsin and our job as police officers is to enforce
the law and not to debate it.
The psychoactive chemical that makes marijuana illegal to possess is called Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). To be clear, Wisconsin has
legalized the sale of cannabidiol, or CBD oil, which is the non-psychoactive component of cannabis (marijuana). Most over the counter CBD oils from reputable companies have a very small trace of THC in their CBD oil (less than .3%). However, law enforcement is
seeing a growing trend of illegal homemade CBD oils used for vaping with THC amounts in excess of .3%.
What you should know:
If you decide to cross the border into Illinois or Michigan and purchase marijuana from one of the local dispensaries, understand that
once you cross the border into Wisconsin you are subject to local and state laws regarding the possession and consumption of Marijuana.
In New Berlin, the first offense for possession of THC is an arrestable offense with a fine amount of $502. The second offense has a
base fine of $880. Possession of any paraphernalia used to consume the THC (pipes, vape pens, scales etc.) is also an arrestable
offense with a fine amount of $502.00. First and second time offenses are not considered “criminal” offenses, meaning you will not
spend the night in jail and you can just pay the fine to resolve the incident. However, once you have prior arrests for possession of
THC, your case will be referred out to the Waukesha County District Attorney for criminal charges. The offense will be considered, at
least a misdemeanor, (depending on the amount) and the consequence will be determined by a Waukesha County Judge.
Operating a motor vehicle with any amount of THC in your system is also an arrestable offense that will lead to the revocation of the
operator’s license. The Officer does not need to prove impairment as with our operating while intoxicated laws, instead the officer
must prove that there is a measurable amount of restricted controled substance in the operator’s system. This usually consists of a
blood sample under the Implied Consent Law.
In 2019, arrests for possession of marijuana, drug paraphernalia, and operating while under the influence of drugs or alcohol were the
top three categories for enforcement action taken by New Berlin Officers. In closing, as long as the State of Wisconsin and the City of
New Berlin recognize the possession of marijuana or THC related devices as illegal, New Berlin Officers will continue to enforce the
law to keep the community safe.
Captain Tony Pine
New Berlin Police Department

Want to Work for the City of New Berlin?
If you’re on the hunt for a great place to work, consider checking out the City of New Berlin! With full-time, part-time,
seasonal, and internship positions frequently available, there are plenty of positions to suit various needs. Employees
are able to enjoy a robust wellness program, generous holiday and vacation time, a dedication to staff safety and development, and so much more! Find out how to join the team at www.newberlin.org!
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Counting Everyone Once, Only Once and in the Right Place
By now everyone should have received a 2020
Census Invitation Letter or an actual 2020 Census
Questionnaire in paper form. Most of our residents
have received an invitation letter which will include a
Census ID# and the appropriate website address to
respond online. The Census ID# will be keyed in
when responding online.
The Census Bureau is using the internet to securely collect your information. Responding online helps conserve natural resources, save taxpayer money and process data
more efficiently. You may also respond by telephone. We ask that you please respond
promptly (No throwing it on the kitchen counter & forgetting about it!). If the Census
Bureau does not receive a response, a paper form Questionnaire will be mailed out a
few weeks later.
Remember, the Census is required by law and your answers are kept strictly confidential. If you do not respond, a Census interviewer will be sent to your home to collect your answers in person.
Responding to the census helps communities get the funding they need and helps businesses make data-driven decisions that grow the economy. Census data impact our
daily lives, informing important decisions about funding for services and infrastructure in
our community, including health care, senior centers, jobs, political representation,
roads, schools, and businesses. More than $675 billion in federal funding flows back to
states each year based on census data.
And just a tip: Remember, you only count those living in your
household on April 1st. If your son or daughter is away at college –
you do not count them. They will be enumerated at their living quarters at school, whether it be in a dorm or living off-campus.

City Hall Hours:
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F
Inspection Summer Hours:
7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F
Utility Summer Hours:
6:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Streets Summer Hours:
6:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Closed in Observance of the
Following Summer Holidays:
Good Friday (close at noon)
Friday, April 10th
Memorial Day
Monday, May 25th
Independence Day
Friday, July 3rd

Labor Day
Monday, September 7th

Wisconsin had the highest initial response rate in the Country
for the last Census in 2010. Let’s make that happen again!

Seeking 2020 Citizen of the Year Nominations!
The Mayor’s Office is accepting nominations for the 2020
Citizen of the Year Award through August 31st, 2020. Written
nominations of 500 words or less may be submitted by any
individual or group. The nominee must be a citizen of the City
of New Berlin, and achievements must be recent or on-going.
Nominations will be judged by the Mayor’s Office on the following criteria:






Contributions to community welfare
Civic achievement
Contribution of something of a lasting effect to the community
Volunteerism
Enrichment of the cultural, civic, or youth facilities of the City

Send nominations to Melody Styba via email (mstyba@newberlin.org) or mail (Mayor’s
Office, 3805 South Casper Drive, New Berlin, WI 53151).
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Departments
Buildings & Grounds
(262) 797-2471
City Clerk
(262) 786-8610
Community Development (262) 797-2445
Emergency Management (262) 785-9580
Finance
(262) 797-2448
Fire & Rescue
(262) 785-6120
Library
(262) 785-4980
Municipal Court
(262) 780-8154
Police
(262) 782-6640
Recreation
(262) 797-2443
Streets
(262) 780-4609
Utility
(262) 786-7086

Business of the Month

Destination New Berlin Public Library
In addition to the Library's traditional library materials, services and reading programs, we've added a
twist to our collections with unique options for the
community. Check out the following items listed
below and make the New Berlin Public Library a
destination this summer!

April

Games & Puzzles
From a wall-sized Scrabble board and a huge Jenga tower to tabletop fun with Stranger
Things, Monopoly and Catan, the New Berlin Public Library is a perfect game stop. We
have puzzles available to piece together at the Library or to check out and enjoy at home.
Imaginarium
The 2nd floor makerspace area, recently named the “Imaginarium”, by a community naming contest, is filled with supplies and activities for those of all ages to get creative. Interested in making a vision board, drafting a card design, crafting friendship bracelets or
learning to pin felt or weave? The Imaginarium is filled with supplies and instructions for all
these activities and more. If building and engineering are more in your lane, enjoy our
Keva planks, Squigz and coding games. The Imaginarium welcomes visitors of all ages.

May

Ukuleles, Looms and Birding Kits
Library patrons have many unique hobbies that pair well with reading
and learning. We’re excited to bring a new collection of kits such as
ukuleles, looms, bird watching and STEM learning to the Library’s
shelves to help explore those interests.
Institutional Membership Passes
To experience animals, art, gardens and fun free play as part of your Library membership,
we offer institutional membership passes to check out to popular favorites like the Milwaukee Art Museum and Betty Brinn Children’s Museum. New in 2020, we’ve purchased family membership passes to the Mitchell Park Domes and Boerner Botanical Gardens. As
you plan your visits, stop in at the Library and check out our passes along with your library
materials!
For more information or with questions about these New Berlin Library activities,
please call 262-785-4980.

June

Gearing up for Independence Day

APPLY TO BE OUR NEXT
BUSINESS OF THE MONTH!

Malone Park
16400 W. Al Stigler Parkway

New Berlin partners with local businesses every month. Each Business of the
Month is featured on the City’s social
media, website, cable channel, Common Council meetings, Leaflet, New
Resident Packet, and more!

Changes are coming to the City of New Berlin
Fourth of July Family Festival! Be sure to
watch the 4th of July page at newberlin.org for
all of the new and exciting developments.
There will be new guidelines for setting up your
parade viewing area as well as new designated
Lyft/Uber pick-up sites. As always, you’ll want
to check online to see Festival Entertainment
schedule! We hope to see you there!

Interested in being our next Business of
the Month? Apply online at
www.newberlin.org!
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Department Head Spotlight
Get to know some of
the leaders of the
"The mission of the New Berlin Police Department is to protect the lives and property
City of New Berlin!

of the people we serve and prevent crime through our partnerships in the community.
As the Chief of Police, my role is to ensure all department personnel are committed to
professionalism, training, and the community-oriented policing model. We do this
through leadership, community engagement, human dignity, and integrity."
- Jeff Hingiss, Police Chief

“As the fire chief I have the privilege of heading a combination of full-time and part-time
professional firefighter/EMS providers. The fire department responds to nearly 5,000 calls annually.
The FD responds from four fire stations throughout the city staffed 24/7 with all of the personnel cross
trained as firefighter/paramedics or firefighter/EMTs.”
- Lloyd Bertram, Fire Chief
“I’m responsible for providing leadership and advising the Mayor & Common Council in formulating, implementing, and directing operations for City community development programs, overseeing all aspects of the City’s
Planning, GIS/LIS, Engineering Services, Building Inspection Services, Code Enforcement, Water Resources
Utility, Park Planning & Design, Housing and Economic Development functions.”
- Greg Kessler, Dir. Community Development
“The Department of Public Works enhances the lives of every resident within the City. We are primarily responsible for roadway, park and facility maintenance. From plowing roads to cutting grass, we make sure that the citizens of New Berlin are able to enjoy all of the wonderful amenities that the community offers. Next time you see
your plow driver or park mower, wave a quick thanks for all the hard work that they put in.”
- Josh Radomski, Dir. Public Works
“As Recreation Manager for the City of New Berlin, I lead a team of creative & enthusiastic individuals who are
committed to delivering high quality recreational programs & events, improving the quality of life in the City of
New Berlin. It is through these programs & events that we strive to bring individuals together to have fun, learn,
and build a sense of community.” - Erin Cross, Recreation Manager
"Our library is the gateway to New Berlin, a place where both long time New Berlinites and new residents alike
can come to find community, recreation, and pursue their intellectual interests. It's my job to ensure we have
the right mix of people, programs, and materials to make our library a great place to bring the kids, study, check
out a book, attend a program, or just relax."
- Barbara Draeger, Library Director
“The next time you drink water or flush the toilet, think of me.” - Jim Hart, Utility Manager

“In 1920, most assessors were elected officials, sworn by oath to serve! Today we serve at the pleasure of the
Mayor, but do so as public officers bound by our oaths of office; this change eliminated pressure to make promises for votes! Your assessor’s office is here to serve you and to assist City decision-makers as they shape policy.
Assessors monitor physical changes in your homes and businesses and study changing real estate markets. This
information helps us to fairly distribute the tax burden according to the estimated value of your property.”
- Deputy Assessor Tim Kosteretz
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JOIN US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

How to Manage Construction Season

Get connected with the City of New
Berlin on social media! We’re
everywhere you are!

NEW BERLIN NOTES

The beauty of living in Wisconsin is that we get all four seasons: Fall, Winter, Spring, and
Construction. New Berlin is no exception. We have just a few short months to get our
roads and infrastructure back into shape for everyone to live, work and play. A list of
roads that will be worked on this summer can be found on the City’s website. A letter will
be sent to property owners impacted by the construction once a contractor’s schedule is
known. But in general here are some ways to make the
Construction season more manageable:
1. Try to avoid these areas while construction crews are working.
2. Drive slow and follow the direction of the traffic control personnel.

Stay up-to-date with the latest
happenings in New Berlin! Sign up to
receive bi-weekly newsletters straight
from the Clerk’s Office! Sign up online,
click the New Berlin Notes icon on the
City’s homepage.

3. Do not drive through fresh asphalt, wet concrete or wet tack material.
4. Do not walk pets on fresh asphalt as the material can stay hot for several hours.

5. Do not blow grass clippings into the roadway while it is under construction.
6. Be patient, sometimes it may look like nothing is happening in one area, but the contractor is working elsewhere in the City or waiting for material to cure.
7. Expect delays. You may need to add some extra travel time in your schedule if work is
happening in your area.
8. Keep a safe distance when near construction crews and their equipment.

NOTIFY ME

9. It’s normal for vehicles to leave tire marks on the pavement after driving on fresh asphalt. These marks will fade over time.
10. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. City staff and our inspectors love to answer questions!

Recycling Center Hours
Sign up for the City’s “Notify Me” service for email and text alerts regarding
emergencies, meetings, job postings,
events and more! Just head over to
newberlin.org and click the Notify Me
icon in the middle of the homepage.

April 2, 2020 to November 28, 2020

December 1, 2020 to March 31, 2021

Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Thursdays: 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturdays ONLY: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Emergency Preparedness

Disaster can strike at any time, you want to make sure you’re ready for it. Steps for creating an Emergency Plan for you and your family are below. Once created, you’ll want to
post your plan where everyone can see it, the refrigerator or a bulletin board are
a couple of suggestions.








Discuss what to do about power outages and personal injuries.



Pick one out-of-state and one local friend or relative for family members to call if
separated during a disaster. It is often easier to call out-of-state than within the affected area. Teach your children your contacts' phone numbers.



Pick two emergency meeting places:
 A place near your home in case of a fire
 A place outside your neighborhood in case you cannot return home
after a disaster




Post emergency telephone numbers near telephones.




Take a basic first aid and CPR class.

Draw a floor plan of your home. Mark two escape routes from each room.
Find the safe spots in your home for each type of disaster.
Instruct household members to turn on the radio for emergency information.
Keep family records in a water-proof and fire-proof container.
Meet with household members to discuss the dangers of fire, severe weather,
earthquakes, and other emergencies. Explain how to respond to each.

Show family members how to turn off the water, gas, and electricity at the main
switches when necessary.

Flood Insurance

If you do not have flood insurance, talk
to your insurance agent. Most homeowner’s insurance policies do not cover
damage from floods. However, because
the City of New Berlin participates in the
National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP), you can purchase a separate
flood insurance policy. If you are covered, double-check that the building
coverage is adequate and make sure
you have contents coverage. For more
information regarding flood insurance
and elevation certificates contact Nicole
Hewitt at 262-786-8610.

Flood Hazard Areas
For information on past flooding and
whether your property is located in the
100-year floodplain, floodway and potential flood depths, whether there are local
drainage issues, or to request a site visit
please contact Nicole Hewitt at 262-7972445 or by visiting the Planning Office at
City Hall.

Lights Out?

Teach children how and when to call 9-1-1, police, and fire.
For more information on emergency preparedness visit the Emergency Management
page at newberlin.org

Chamber of Commerce
Interested in growing and promoting your business
with others in your community? Check out the New
Berlin Chamber of Commerce, an organization
that represents more than 200 businesses
within the City!

New Berlin
Chamber of Commerce
262-786-5280
www.newberlinchamber.org
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In the dark? If you see a streetlight out,
please contact the Streets Department
at 262-780-4609. We will contact WE
Energies with the information for the
light to be repaired. The repair is usually
completed within 7-10 days.

2020 Election Dates

Spring Election & Presidential Preference – April 7, 2020
Partisan Primary – August 11, 2020
Fall General Election – November 3, 2020

Polling Locations

Open 7:00a.m.-8:00p.m. on all election dates

District 4—Peace Lutheran Church

District 1—Hickory Grove School

District 5—New Berlin Public Library

District 2—New Berlin Community Center

District 6—St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish

District 3—Poplar Creek Church

District 7—New Berlin City Hall

VOTER REGISTRATION: How to Register to vote:
AT THE POLLS: What to bring to the Polls (All Voters)
 By mail: You may register 20 days before the election by mailing  Photo ID: Elections will require voters to show a copy of their
your voter registration to City Hall. You must also provide proof of
photo ID to the election inspector. Voters who are already regisresidence along with your voter registration. This must be provided
tered should have their photo IDs ready to present to the poll book
whether you are a first time Wisconsin voter or are just changing
table election inspectors. If you do not have an acceptable photo
an apartment number in the same building.
ID, you can obtain a free Wisconsin ID card for voting from the
DMV.
 In the Clerk’s office: Registrations can be submitted in person at
City Hall in the Clerk’s office. You will be required to provide proof
ABSENTEE VOTING
of residence no matter when you are registering. Registration ends
 In Person Absentee Voting: This process will be available on the
at City Hall the Friday before the election at 5:00PM.
following dates during normal business hours. View our website for
the most up to date schedule:
 At the polls on Election Day: All electors who wish to register
Spring Election & Presidential Preference: March 16 - April 3
must provide proof of residency in order to vote.
Partisan Primary: July 27th - August 7th
Online at https://myvote.wi.gov/ : You can register to vote online at
Fall General Election: October 12th - October 30th
myvote.wi.gov up to 20 days before an election.
Electors can come to City Hall to fill out an in-person absentee
ballot. Residents must also bring photo ID to receive a ballot.
For more information on upcoming elections and voting and registration procedures, visit our website at www.newberlin.org,
call (262) 786-8610 or visit the New Berlin City Clerk’s office at
3805 S. Casper Drive.



Absentee Voting by mail: Voters can request an absentee ballot
be mailed to their residence or an out-of-town address. These
applications can be found on our website or at City Hall. Voters
may also request an absentee ballot at https://myvote.wi.gov/

We Need Your Help
THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE IS SEEKING APPLICANTS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE ELECTION PROCESS
TO SERVE AS ELECTION DAY POLL WORKERS.
Applicants will be asked to work in one of seven polling locations, assisting the Chief Inspectors in performing election duties. Duties
can include: issuing ballots, registering voters, monitoring the voting equipment, explaining how to mark the ballot and use the voting
equipment and gathering forms/equipment after the polls close. Applicants will be required to attend a paid training by the City
Clerk’s Office. Election Officials will be compensated hourly on election day.
Applicants must:
 Reside in Waukesha County and be a qualified elector
 NOT be a candidate for any office to be voted on at the polling place for that election
For more information on how to be trained as an election official or to apply, visit www.newberlin.org or contact the Clerk’s Office at
262-786-8610. Applications can also be found in City Hall at the Information Desk.
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